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Background of countries legalized same-sex marriage
Karen Ohta, Nina Lin, Phi Fung Ha

I. Introduction

It has recently been a topic of serious discussion whether same-sex marriage should be legalized.
There have been protests for human rights by sexual minorities in the past. Due to this, same-sex
marriage is already legal in 32 countries. In spite of this, most countries in the world have not yet
legalized same-sex marriage for a variety of reasons. Our goal was to find conditions that would lead
to a country recognizing same-sex marriages. Additionally, learning about the background of

countries that have legalized same-sex marriages.

2. Research Question
Due to the fact that not all countries have legalized same-sex marriage. The background and factors
of countries that legalized same-sex marriage. The factors that will lead to the legalization of same-

sex marriage?

3. Our actions, Method

Our motivation for action is that the sexual minorities of our country, which is Japan, Thailand,
and Vietnam, seem not to be pleased with current legal circumstances, not having a legal system
to secure their rights, so we set our research target to the background of the countries that legalise
same-sex marriage, which leads to our task of finding out what the commonalities are among those
countries. We list all the countries that recognize same-sex marriage and the date that same-sex
marriage was recognized in these countries. Then, we sought factors of the legalisation of same sex
marriage and discussed the hypothesis that the background of any country that legalised same-sex
marriage depends on the location of the country, the main religion of the country, and the presence

of sexual minority politicians.

4, Result

Location:

As location factor, this is the overall location of the Location
countries that same-sex marriage has been legalized in. The ~e—
graph shows that Europe contains the most countries that

legalize same-sex marriage, followed by America,

Oceania, Africa, and Asia.
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In Europe, there is a high concentration in Western Europe.
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In the Americas, there is a growing movement to legalize same-sex marriage in South American

countries. Followed by North America, and only Costa Rica in Central America.
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In Oceania, there are Australia and New Zealand.
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South Africa and Taiwan are the only cases in each continent and region.

) B ﬂ

Regarding the religious aspect. The main religions of the countries that legalize same-sex marriage

Religion:

indicate that Roman Catholic nations tend to

have more potential to legalize same-sex o3
: : : Religion
marriage than the other countries. We consider

Wull & D s el O o Cons T
- s v et age

this a quite interesting outcome since Roman

Catholicism prohibits same-sex marriage and - e o P 4

. —ay

aim to do more research related to this topic.

Sexual minority politicians.
Finally, as politician factor, this graph

indicates that every country that legalizes

same-sex marriage has at least one politician o Politician

TN o TV g g S0O GO e
N e e TR

who defines themselves as a sexual minority.

CAAC o & et

According to the data, even there is a high o rebevers (330033
density of country legalizing same-sex
marriage in Europe, America and in
countries where Roman Catholic and protestant are the main religions. This cannot be considered as
factors that make one country legalize same-sex marriage. Since there are other countries in different
location and religion the also legalize same-sex marriage. As a result, these hypotheses cannot be
considered as accurate hypotheses. Moreover, for politician factor, politicians who define
themselves as sexual minority existed in all of the countries which recognize same-sex marriage.
Despite that, there are also some countries where same-sex marriage have not been recognized yet
and the presence of sexual minority politicians is relevant. This is one of the tasks in our further

studies.
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5. Discussion

Our next research focuses on the following questions: Firstly, in a case study of Taiwan, the only
Asian country where same-sex marriage is legal, Asia is a region in which the majority of people
disagree with same-sex marriage. That explains Taiwan’s background and process for finally
legalizing same-sex marriage. We found out that the authority of the KMT government was very
strong, but with democratization, the DPP became the ruling party and the majority party, which
led to the changing of the ruling party. Moreover, Tsai Ing-wen, the president of Taiwan, is
herself descended from the Payuan, a racial minority in Taiwan. We conclude that these two factors

are the important ones that made Taiwan the only Asian country to legalize same-sex marriage.

Secondly, LGBTQ political office holders and the process of establishing same-sex marriage in
countries. We did further study about countries where same-sex marriage has not been legalize yet
and has the existence of sexual minority politician. We found out that all of the countries that have
legalized same-sex marriage have sexual minority politicians, which can be considered one of the
factors that made the countries legalize it. Nonetheless, some of the countries that have not yet
legalized same-sex marriage also have LGBTQ politicians, but with some limitations, same-sex

marriage cannot be legalized.

Thirdly, we did some research about reasons why same-sex marriage is recognized mainly in
Western Europe and South America according to the result of our hypothesis in the beginning. The
Roman Catholic Church has in the past shown strong displeasure with homosexuality and same-sex
marriage. However, in South America, corruption in the Roman Catholic Church has resulted in

many believers leaving. This background may have led to a conversion to Protestantism and an
increase in the number of atheists in South America, which in turn led to the legalization of same-

sex marriage.

Finally, the background of countries where same-sex marriage has not been legalized despite the
presence of LGBTQ politicians. We separated countries with this situation into three groups;
countries with other systems for sexual minorities, countries where other systems for sexual
minorities are being considered, and countries where being LGBTQ is illegal. Further, we chose 3
countries: Japan, Thailand, and Vietnam, which represent different types of backgrounds. Japan
is the only country that has already recognized partnership certificates, while Thailand has not yet

recognized them. Vietnam is an example of a country where same-sex marriage was illegal.
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In Japan, protesters of same-sex marriage claim that the legalization of same-sex marriage could
further reduce fertility, which is already declining. Today, Shibuya ward, Tokyo, came out with
the Partnership Certificate, which is the only system that supports LGBTQ+. On the one hand,
people can move into public housing as a family member and use the family discount at shops or
even with their credit card company. On the other hand, this system does not allow partners to
inherit, and foreigners cannot be qualified to live in Japan as a Japanese married partner. There

were some citizens organizing the protest aimed for legalize same-sex marriage.

In Thailand, the government has leaned into an LGBTQ-friendly image in marketing campaigns to
promote tourism, and the cabinet approved a bill in July 2020 that permits same-sex civil
partnerships, although it has yet to be passed by parliament so it could not be used at the moment.
Nevertheless, the bill relegated LGBTQ people to "second-class citizens" as it still differentiates
them from heterosexual couples. The Thai Constitutional Court also declared that "marriage equality
would not only overturn the natural order, but it would also shake the very foundation of society
and humanity." There is also an opinion saying that the fact that same-sex marriage is still banned in
Thailand is evidence that members of marginalized communities are not viewed as equals in the eyes
of the law in the southeast Asian country. Further, similar to the situation in Japan, fertility in
Thailand is currently taking a nosedive. Some of citizens disagree with legalizing same-sex marriage

also use this as the reason why same-sex marriage should not be legalized.

In Vietnam, traditional marriage besides performing obligations for each other, they also carry out
a great responsibility for the state, community and society, which is to maintain the race. through
the reproductive function. In the marriage relationship a wife will perform the natural reproductive
function in the husband-wife relationship. This cannot be done by same-sex couples when
establishing relationships with each other. Although the performance of the reproductive function is
not a mandatory obligation of heterosexual couples, it is characteristic of the benefits they bring to
the community, society and the state that same-sex couples are not able to bring the same benefits.
They cannot claim absolute equality in the legal mechanism same as for heterosexual couples.
Nowadays, same-sex marriage is no longer prohibited. People can hold marriages and live together;
however, they cannot register their marriages with state agencies. There is the perspective that
reproductive function is characterized by the benefits it provides to the community and society, as

well as the fact that same-sex couples cannot provide the same benefits.

As aresult, although every countries have different situation and condition to make same-sex
marriage being legalized, countries where same-sex marriage had once prohibited tends to has

lower potential to legalized same-sex marriage.
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6. Conclusion

In conclusion, once we discovered that our hypotheses are incorrect. It can be claimed that the
presence of a politician who identifies as a member of the sexual minority is necessary for a
country's decision to continue its process of legalizing same-sex marriage because every country that
allows it has at least one such politician. Nonetheless, in some of the nations where same-sex
marriage is still not permitted, there are also politicians who identify as sexual minorities. As a
result, we conducted research using three nations as examples of those where same-sex marriage
has not yet been legal. We also came to the conclusion that legalizing same-sex marriage has no
political advantage. However, since there are no drawbacks, it is impossible to determine why it is
not lawful. The reality that only sexual minorities will directly profit from the legalization of same-
sex marriage further complicates matters. We cannot expect drastic change in society; however, we

can change the perception of society towards sexual minorities through education.

7. Impression

We spent the most of the time thinking about and researching the political factor after we found out
that our hypotheses are not accurate. As all of the countries that legalize same-sex marriage have at
least one politician who considers themselves a member of the sexual minority, it can be said that
the existence of a sexual minority politician is essential for a nation's decision to continue its process
of legalizing same-sex marriage. Nevertheless, sexual minority politicians also exist in some of the
countries where same-sex marriage has not been legalized yet. Accordingly, we did research on
three countries as samples of countries where same-sex marriage has not been legalized yet.
Moreover, we came to the conclusion that, for one nation, legalizing same-sex marriage has no
drawbacks and, besides, no political advantage. Furthermore, we can change the perception of
society towards sexual minorities through education. This is interesting since some of us truly had no
idea about the LGBTQ+ community, same-sex marriage, or even the present state of Vietnam,
Thailand, and Japan before researching and talking about this topic and were not bothered by the
problems. After doing some research, our group members believe that human emotions are
amazing and that there are other problems that require attention. Besides, we feel like the

perception of society toward minority issues can be changed by education development.
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Appendices

In 27 September 2022, same-sex marriage has been legalized in Cuba. This make Cuba the 33rd
nations which same-sex marriage is legal. Furthermore, Partnership Certificate is recognized in
Angola, Israel, Italy, Ecuador, Austria, Cyprus, Greece, United Kingdom, Croatia,
Columbia, Switzerland, Slovenia, Czech, Chile, Hungary, France, and Venezuela, some

parts of Mexico, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, New Zealand, Netherland, and Belgium.
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